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Newton, August 20, 1672, addressed to Newton/'24 Probably this means that from the letters referring to Newton, Leibniz picked out the letter dated August 20, 1672, addressed to Newton.25 So far as the script can be deciphered,26 its contents were a graphic representation of Newton's method of solution of equations by approximations by means of Gunter's scale. Gunter's line had been noted by Leibniz on his first visit to London.
Of quite special interest to Leibniz were the letters of mathematicians which Collins had collected; on a second folio he made excerpts from letters from James Gregory. In two letters from Gregory (1670) was Isaac Barrow extolled as the greatest, not only among living writers, but also among all those that had written before him (Barrow). Further Leibniz found among these letters the letter mentioned above of Newton to Collins of December 10, 1672 ;27 he extracted what Newton had mentioned with regard to his method of finding the expression for the tangent to a curve. Leibniz added at the end of this extract, "This method differs from that of Hudde as well as from that of Sluse, in that irrationals need not be eliminated/'28
24 The Latin, "Excerpsi ex Epist. Neutoni 20 Aug. 1672 ad Neuton" as given by Gerhardt, seems somewhat unintelligible; especially the word Neuton. What Collins had (or what Oldenburg, as suggested by Sloman, had) was a copy of a manuscript that Newton had sent to Barrow. Gerhardt says, "so far as the script can be deciphered"; perhaps the word Neuton is an error of transcription, or maybe an error on the part of Leibniz, due to the juxtaposition of the Neutoni which comes just before. In any case, Note 25 applies.
251 do not think Gerhardt's translation of the word excerpsi is correct.
26 Gerhardt does not state whether the extract is badly written (this would show that it had been done in a very great hurry, for Sloman says that Leibniz, in his matter for publication, wrote a beautiful hand), or whether spoilt by age; in the latter case, as old-time inks contained salts of iron, the manuscript might be restored by photography, by means of a special plate, that I understand is sometimes used for detecting forgeries in deeds and notes.
27 The letter was sent to Barrow to be sent on to Collins, probably with the object of being communicated through the latter to others; Collins seems to have been the regular channel of communication at this period, in a similar way to Mersenne.
28  So we find in a manuscript, dated July 11, 1677, first of all an allusion to Sluse's method of tangents, "in which the equation is purged of irrational or fractional quantities"; then the remark, "I have no doubt that the gentlemen